
The Dark Enlightenment: A Comprehensive Analysis of its 
Tenets and Influence 
1. Introduction: Defining the Dark Enlightenment and Establishing its 
Significance 

The Dark Enlightenment, also known as the neo-reactionary movement (NRx), 
represents a philosophical and political ideology characterized by its anti-democratic, 
anti-egalitarian, and reactionary nature 1. This movement positions itself as a direct 
response to the Age of Enlightenment, expressing a nostalgic sentiment for a 
romanticized conception of the Dark Ages 1. A central tenet of the Dark Enlightenment 
is its rejection of Whig historiography, the widely accepted notion that history 
progresses inevitably towards greater liberty and enlightenment, culminating in liberal 
democracy and constitutional monarchy 1. 

The emergence and increasing visibility of the Dark Enlightenment hold significant 
implications for contemporary political thought. This ideology has garnered attention 
and support within white supremacist circles 3, and it is considered by many to be a 
crucial framework for understanding the Alt-Right political ideology 1. Despite its 
origins in online spaces and its somewhat clandestine nature, the ideas associated 
with the Dark Enlightenment have the potential to permeate and influence mainstream 
political discourse 4. 

The rise of the Dark Enlightenment suggests a growing discontent and skepticism 
towards the fundamental principles of liberal democracy and the institutions that 
uphold them within certain segments of society. This trend indicates a possible 
weakening of the broad societal agreement that has largely supported 
post-Enlightenment political ideals for an extended period. Furthermore, the 
movement's fundamental disagreement with the notion of historical progress, as 
embodied in its rejection of Whig historiography, points to a deeper divergence in how 
history is understood and what visions are held for the future direction of societies. 
This rejection implies a desire for a significant departure from the current trajectory of 
Western societies, suggesting alternative interpretations of the past and potentially 
radical transformations of political and social structures. 

2. Historical and Intellectual Origins: Reaction to the Enlightenment and Key 
Figures 

Proponents of the Dark Enlightenment articulate a strong reaction against the Age of 
Enlightenment, asserting that the core tenets of humanism, democracy, and the 



pursuit of equality are the root causes of what they perceive as the decline of Western 
civilization 3. This critique extends to the Enlightenment's emphasis on Eurocentric 
“rationality” and “progress,” which they argue has historically led to various forms of 
control, domination, the justification of colonialism, and the technological 
advancements that facilitated industrialized warfare 4. The very term "Dark 
Enlightenment" is presented as a deliberately unsettling oxymoron, intended to 
represent a fusion of elements from the pre-Enlightenment era, specifically the ancien 
régime, with the technological and economic ideologies prevalent in Silicon Valley 4. 

The intellectual foundations of the Dark Enlightenment can be traced back to the work 
of two key figures: Curtis Yarvin and Nick Land. Curtis Yarvin, an American software 
engineer and blogger who wrote under the pseudonym “Mencius Moldbug,” is 
credited with articulating the initial ideas that would coalesce into the Dark 
Enlightenment movement in the years 2007 and 2008 1. Yarvin's initial 
conceptualizations were subsequently elaborated upon and expanded by the English 
philosopher Nick Land, who is also credited with coining the term "Dark 
Enlightenment" in his essay bearing the same name 1. 

Yarvin's thought is characterized by a deep skepticism towards democratic 
governance. He has expressed the view that certain races are inherently “better 
suited” for slavery, even endorsing the institution itself 2. Furthermore, he posits that 
feudalism represents a superior model of societal organization compared to 
democracy, envisioning a contemporary form of feudalism where corporations take 
the place of kingdoms and CEOs function as the sovereign rulers 2. His proposed 
modern solution to governance involves a system of neo-cameralism, where small, 
autonomous, and authoritarian entities, termed "gov-corps," would coexist and 
compete with one another 1. Yarvin and Land jointly refer to contemporary liberal 
society, which they vehemently oppose, as "the Cathedral," associating it with the 
Puritan church and viewing its core objectives of egalitarianism and democracy as 
"the Synopsis" 1. Yarvin himself has openly identified as a royalist, monarchist, and 
Jacobite 1. His influence extends beyond online circles, as evidenced by his 
appearance on Fox News' Tucker Carlson Today in 2021, where he discussed the 
United States' withdrawal from Afghanistan and his concept of "the Cathedral" 1. 
Furthermore, Yarvin has expressed a degree of openness to white nationalist 
viewpoints, stating he is “not exactly allergic to the stuff” and has supported 
arguments asserting Black racial inferiority, claiming these arguments are suppressed 
by influential institutions 1. 

Nick Land, on the other hand, provided a more comprehensive philosophical 
underpinning for the movement. His 2012 online manifesto further condemned 



democracy and drew inspiration from libertarians like Peter Thiel, specifically quoting 
Thiel's assertion that freedom and democracy are incompatible 2. This manifesto also 
controversially compared immigrants to zombies 2. Land introduced the concept of 
"hyperracism," suggesting that socioeconomic status serves as a more accurate 
indicator of intelligence (IQ) than race, although he acknowledges a correlation 
between the two 1. His book, The Dark Enlightenment, serves as a key text for the 
movement, elaborating on neoreactionary ideas and analyzing democracy, liberalism, 
and politics through a Darwinian lens 7. Land has also advocated for accelerationists 
to align with the neoreactionary movement, although his views on race have caused 
many to distance themselves 1. His ideas also overlap with the concept of 
neo-cameralism, promoting the idea of states operating like corporations focused on 
efficiency and profitability 4. 

The emergence of the Dark Enlightenment is fundamentally rooted in a perceived 
failure of the Enlightenment project, particularly its emphasis on universal equality and 
democratic governance. Both Yarvin and Land view these ideals as having led to 
societal decay and propose radical alternatives to the current political and social 
order. While they collaborated in establishing the core tenets of the Dark 
Enlightenment, their individual backgrounds and areas of focus reveal a division of 
intellectual labor. Yarvin, with his background in software engineering, tends to focus 
on the practical and structural aspects of governance, proposing concrete models like 
"gov-corps." Land, drawing from his expertise in philosophy, provides a more abstract 
and theoretical critique of modern society, delving into concepts like "hyperracism" 
and accelerationism. This complementary approach has contributed to the 
development of a multifaceted and intellectually engaging, albeit highly controversial, 
ideology. 

3. Core Tenets and Ideological Framework: Anti-Democracy, 
Anti-Egalitarianism, and More 

At the heart of the Dark Enlightenment lies a profound anti-democratic stance. The 
movement fundamentally rejects democracy as a flawed and inherently degenerative 
form of government, which its proponents believe inevitably leads to tyranny and 
societal chaos 1. In its place, the Dark Enlightenment advocates for various forms of 
authoritarian governance, including a return to monarchy and the establishment of 
techno-authoritarian systems 1. A fundamental belief within the movement is that 
freedom and democracy are inherently incompatible with one another 1. 

Equally central to the Dark Enlightenment is its anti-egalitarian stance. The ideology 
explicitly rejects what it terms the "core progressive dogma of egalitarianism" 1. 



Proponents emphasize what they believe to be inherent differences among individuals 
and human groups in terms of ability, psychological disposition, and intelligence, 
attributing these differences primarily to genetic factors 3. This leads to the advocacy 
of "racial realism," the notion that biology and genetics dictate distinct behavioral 
traits and consequently different roles for various groups within society 1. 

As previously mentioned, the rejection of Whig historiography forms a foundational 
element of the Dark Enlightenment's ideology 1. This rejection signifies a fundamental 
disagreement with the idea of inevitable progress towards liberal democracy and a 
desire to revisit and potentially reinstate earlier forms of social and political 
organization. 

The concept of neo-cameralism and the idea of "gov-corps" are central to the Dark 
Enlightenment's proposed alternatives to democratic governance. Curtis Yarvin's 
model envisions a system where small, authoritarian "gov-corps" would operate and 
compete for residents, who could theoretically choose to leave ("vote with their feet") 
if dissatisfied with the services provided 1. Nick Land echoes this idea with his concept 
of "No Voice, Free Exit" 1. This model often frames the state as a business entity that 
owns a country, to be managed with a focus on profitability, akin to an initial public 
offering (IPO) structure 11. 

Finally, the terms "The Cathedral" and "The Synopsis" serve as critical components 
of the Dark Enlightenment's framework for understanding and critiquing 
contemporary society. These terms, coined by Yarvin and Land, refer to the perceived 
hegemonic influence of liberal institutions, including mainstream media and academia, 
which are seen as propagating the "Synopsis" of egalitarianism and democracy 1. The 
neo-reactionary movement views it as necessary to actively combat this "Cathedral" 
and its perceived ideological control 4. 

The core tenets of the Dark Enlightenment are intricately linked. The movement's 
rejection of democratic governance is fundamentally driven by its belief in inherent 
human inequality, as articulated through its anti-egalitarian stance and the concept of 
"human biodiversity." This belief in inequality, in turn, fuels the rejection of the 
progressive narrative of history embodied in Whig historiography. The proposed 
alternative in the form of "gov-corps" and neo-cameralism reflects a strong influence 
from neoliberal economic principles, emphasizing competition and efficiency, albeit 
within an authoritarian political framework. The concept of "the Cathedral" as a 
source of ideological control reveals a deep-seated distrust of established institutions 
that promote egalitarian and democratic values, positioning the Dark Enlightenment 



as an opposition force challenging the prevailing societal norms and beliefs. 

4. Key Figures and Their Contributions: Yarvin and Land in Detail 

Curtis Yarvin, operating under the pseudonym Mencius Moldbug, made foundational 
contributions to the Dark Enlightenment, primarily focusing on the structural and 
political aspects of his critique and proposed alternatives. His most significant 
contribution lies in his detailed critique of democratic systems and the articulation of 
alternative governance models, most notably neo-cameralism and the concept of 
"gov-corps" 1. This model envisions a future where governance is fragmented into 
numerous small, privately owned entities that compete for citizens, offering different 
packages of services and regulations. The mechanism of "voting with your feet" is 
presented as a guarantor of freedom and accountability within this system. 

Another crucial contribution from Yarvin is the concept of "The Cathedral" 1. He 
posits that a network of influential institutions, including universities, mainstream 
media, and government bureaucracies, collectively exert ideological control over 
society, promoting a liberal and egalitarian worldview. This concept serves as a central 
element in the Dark Enlightenment's understanding of why its own perspectives are 
not more widely accepted and why existing political systems are seen as inherently 
flawed. Yarvin's ideas have also found resonance within the technology sector, with 
notable figures in Silicon Valley, such as Peter Thiel, expressing interest and even 
influence from his philosophy 1. 

Nick Land, on the other hand, provided a more explicitly philosophical framework for 
the neo-reactionary movement. He is credited with coining the term "Dark 
Enlightenment" and elaborating on its core principles through his essays, most 
notably the collection published under the same title 1. Land's work incorporates 
elements of anti-humanism, suggesting a skepticism towards traditional humanistic 
values and a focus on the potential of technology to transcend human limitations 1. He 
is also a key figure in accelerationism, the belief that societal and technological 
change should be radically accelerated, often with the aim of dismantling existing 
social and political structures 1. While his earlier work had connections to leftist 
thought, his later views have become increasingly focused on racial themes, 
particularly through his concept of "hyperracism" 1. This controversial idea suggests 
that while race itself might not be the most accurate category for understanding 
human differences, socioeconomic status acts as a strong proxy for underlying 
genetic variations, particularly in intelligence. 

 



 
 
 

Figure Core Contributions 

Curtis Yarvin (Mencius Moldbug) Founder of the Dark Enlightenment, articulation 
of neo-cameralism and "gov-corps" as 
alternative governance models, concept of 
"The Cathedral" as a locus of ideological 
control, influence on Silicon Valley figures. 

Nick Land Coiner of the term "Dark Enlightenment," 
provision of a philosophical framework for 
neo-reaction, emphasis on anti-humanism and 
accelerationism, controversial concept of 
"hyperracism." 

The division of labor between Yarvin and Land is evident in their respective 
contributions. Yarvin's focus tends towards the practical implementation of alternative 
political systems, offering concrete models for how a post-democratic society might 
function. Land, on the other hand, provides a more abstract and philosophical critique 
of modern society, delving into broader concepts that underpin the rejection of 
Enlightenment values. This complementary approach has allowed the Dark 
Enlightenment to develop both a theoretical justification and a set of proposed 
solutions for the societal problems it identifies. However, Land's increasing emphasis 
on racial themes has marked an evolution in his thought, leading to both greater 
influence within certain far-right circles and increased criticism and distancing from 
some of his earlier allies in the broader accelerationist movement. 

5. Philosophical Influences: Libertarianism, Monarchism, and Key Thinkers 

The Dark Enlightenment draws upon a diverse range of philosophical influences, most 
notably libertarianism and monarchism. Inspiration from libertarian thinkers, 
particularly Peter Thiel, is evident in the movement's skepticism towards democracy 
and its emphasis on individual freedom, albeit often within a non-democratic 
framework 1. The influence of anarcho-capitalist Hans-Hermann Hoppe is also 
significant, particularly his advocacy for authoritarian and monarchical alternatives to 
democratic governance, which resonates with the Dark Enlightenment's core tenets 1. 
Curtis Yarvin's own background in the libertarian-leaning tech culture of Silicon Valley 
further underscores this influence 6. The "gov-corp" model itself can be interpreted as 
a form of privatized state, aligning with certain libertarian ideals of minimal 



government intervention in the economy 1. 

Coupled with libertarian influences is a strong current of monarchism. Yarvin has 
openly identified as a royalist, monarchist, and Jacobite, indicating a clear preference 
for traditional hierarchical forms of governance 1. The movement as a whole often 
advocates for a return to monarchy as a potential solution to the perceived problems 
of modern society 1. 

Beyond these broad ideological categories, the Dark Enlightenment also draws 
inspiration from specific key thinkers. Philosophers such as Thomas Carlyle and 
Julius Evola are frequently cited as influences 1, with Moldbug considering Carlyle to 
be a figure of exceptional intellectual stature 3. For the more alt-right-adjacent 
aspects of the movement, the influence of Nietzsche and H.P. Lovecraft has also been 
noted 2. 

The Dark Enlightenment's philosophical framework represents a synthesis of 
seemingly disparate ideologies. It combines the libertarian emphasis on individual 
liberty and limited government (primarily in the economic sphere) with the monarchist 
advocacy for centralized and hierarchical political authority. This selective adoption of 
different ideological elements suggests a pragmatic approach aimed at achieving 
their desired societal transformation. The admiration for historical figures like Carlyle, 
known for his critiques of democracy and embrace of strong leadership, and the 
romanticization of the medieval period, indicate a selective engagement with history 
to bolster their anti-Enlightenment narrative. This approach raises questions about 
potential biases in their interpretation of historical events and societal structures, as 
they appear to selectively highlight aspects of the past that align with their 
present-day political project. 

6. Relationship with the Alt-Right and Other Far-Right Movements: Overlaps 
and Distinctions 

The Dark Enlightenment maintains a complex relationship with the broader landscape 
of far-right movements, particularly the Alt-Right. Many journalists and commentators 
have characterized the Dark Enlightenment as being part of the Alt-Right, often 
labeling it as neo-fascist 1. Indeed, some observers consider the Dark Enlightenment 
to be the theoretical or intellectual wing of the Alt-Right movement 1. This connection 
is further solidified by shared ideological elements such as white supremacist views, 
anti-feminist sentiments, and a general misanthropy 1. Some scholars even argue that 
the Dark Enlightenment is key to understanding the broader political ideology of the 



Alt-Right 1. 

 
 
 
 

Movement Nature of Relationship Key Shared Elements 

Alt-Right Significant overlap, often 
considered its theoretical 
branch 

Racism, anti-feminism, 
misanthropy 

Neo-Fascism Connections through 
"capitalist eschatology" and 
supremacist theories 

Authoritarianism, rejection of 
egalitarianism 

White Supremacy Overlap in anti-egalitarianism 
and racial views, but 
distinctions in style and 
origins 

Belief in racial hierarchy, 
desire for a white-dominated 
society 

Despite these significant overlaps, there are also notable distinctions between the 
Dark Enlightenment and the Alt-Right. The Dark Enlightenment is frequently 
characterized as being more elitist and less populist in its orientation compared to the 
Alt-Right 2. Its proponents tend to be more educated, affluent, technologically adept, 
and often identify as atheists, which sets them apart from some segments of the 
Alt-Right that embrace Christian supremacy or Norse paganism 3. Furthermore, Nick 
Land has explicitly disputed the label of neo-fascist, arguing that fascism is 
fundamentally an anti-capitalist movement, a view not widely supported by historical 
evidence 1. Interestingly, some "conventional" white supremacists have even asserted 
that the Dark Enlightenment's ideas originated within their own movement 3, 
highlighting the complex and sometimes competitive dynamics within the far-right 
ideological sphere. 

The Dark Enlightenment also has connections to neo-fascism. Historians have drawn 
links between the two through Nick Land's concept of "capitalist eschatology" and 
the supremacist theories that underpin fascism 1. While Land might dispute the direct 
comparison, the shared elements of authoritarianism and the rejection of egalitarian 
principles suggest a degree of ideological alignment. 

The relationship between the Dark Enlightenment and white supremacy is 



particularly significant. While proponents might attempt to frame their views on race 
as "racial realism" rather than outright supremacy, the emphasis on inherent racial 
differences and the belief in genetically determined hierarchies strongly align with 
white supremacist ideologies 3. The overlap with white supremacist and 
anti-immigration groups, such as the VDARE Foundation, further underscores this 
connection 2. 

The Dark Enlightenment functions as a more intellectually sophisticated and elitist 
component within the broader Alt-Right movement, providing a theoretical framework 
for many of its core beliefs, especially the rejection of egalitarianism and democracy. 
While it shares common ground with other far-right ideologies like neo-fascism and 
white supremacy, it also maintains certain distinctions in terms of its intellectual 
influences, proposed solutions, and the demographic profile of its adherents. The 
internal disagreements and claims of ideological precedence among these various 
groups highlight the complex and often contentious nature of the far-right landscape. 

7. Criticisms and Controversies: Racism, Sexism, and Anti-Democratic Nature 

The Dark Enlightenment has faced significant criticism and is embroiled in numerous 
controversies, primarily concerning its alleged racism and sexism, as well as its 
fundamental anti-democratic nature. The movement is widely accused of promoting 
white supremacy under the guise of "racial realism," a concept that is largely 
considered a debunked and harmful fantasy 1. Curtis Yarvin's endorsement of 
arguments for Black racial inferiority and Nick Land's concept of "hyperracism" have 
further fueled these accusations 1. The movement's connections with known white 
supremacist and anti-immigration groups like the VDARE Foundation also contribute 
to these concerns 2. 

Similarly, the Dark Enlightenment faces strong criticism for its sexist views. 
Proponents often express a belief in biologically determined gender roles and 
explicitly reject the notion of gender equality 1. Some have even advocated for a return 
to traditional medieval roles for women, explicitly stating that women should not 
possess rights in the modern world 3. 

The fundamental anti-democratic nature of the Dark Enlightenment is another major 
point of controversy. Its outright rejection of democratic governance and its advocacy 
for authoritarian alternatives are seen by many as a dangerous and regressive political 
stance. 

Furthermore, there are serious concerns about the potential links between the Dark 



Enlightenment's ideology and extremist violence. Nick Land's accelerationist 
ideas, which call for the radical destabilization of existing systems, have been 
interpreted and utilized by some white nationalist groups, with reported connections 
to terrorist attacks such as the 2019 Christchurch mosque massacres 1. 

Finally, the Dark Enlightenment's understanding and interpretation of history have also 
been heavily criticized. Their idealized and often inaccurate portrayal of the medieval 
West, coupled with a flawed understanding of biology and geography, raises 
questions about the intellectual rigor and validity of their arguments 3. 

The ethical implications of the Dark Enlightenment's alleged racism and sexism are 
profound, raising serious concerns about the potential for this ideology to promote 
discrimination and inequality. The documented links between its accelerationist tenets 
and real-world violence underscore the dangerous potential of its ideas to inspire 
harmful actions. Additionally, the criticisms regarding its flawed historical and 
scientific understanding cast doubt on the credibility and reliability of its overall 
intellectual framework. 

8. Impact on Online Communities and Political Discourse: From Obscure Forums 
to Mainstream Influence 

The Dark Enlightenment initially emerged in the early 2000s within the realm of online 
communities, primarily through blog posts and discussions on internet forums 1. 
Initially, its presence was largely confined to relatively obscure corners of the internet 
5. However, over time, the movement and its associated discussions migrated to other 
online platforms, including forums such as Social Matter, the Hestia Society, and 
Thermidor Magazine 1. 

Despite its somewhat underground origins, the ideas of the Dark Enlightenment have 
increasingly begun to influence mainstream political discourse and have attracted the 
attention of figures with significant global reach 5. Its strong connection with the 
Alt-Right movement has undoubtedly played a role in amplifying its reach and visibility 
1. The reported connections between key proponents of the Dark Enlightenment and 
influential figures in Silicon Valley, such as Peter Thiel and Elon Musk, raise concerns 
about the potential for these ideas to shape policy and decision-making within 
powerful sectors 1. Allegations of communication between individuals associated with 
the movement, like Steve Bannon, and politicians such as JD Vance further suggest a 
potential influence on mainstream political actors 1. Notably, the Dark Enlightenment's 
narrative often portrays figures like Donald Trump as a messianic hero who can save 



the country from perceived threats 4. 

The neo-reactionary movement is often described as a clandestine entity, lacking 
formal leadership structures or established organizations 4. Its ideas tend to surface in 
various online spaces, including conservative rallies, podcasts, and more marginal 
blogs 4. 

The trajectory of the Dark Enlightenment, from its obscure online beginnings to its 
increasing influence on political discourse, underscores the significant role the 
internet plays in the dissemination of radical ideologies. The initial anonymity and 
relative lack of scrutiny in online spaces allowed the movement to develop its ideas 
and attract followers. Its subsequent connection to the broader Alt-Right movement 
and its ability to garner the attention of influential figures demonstrate how online 
communities can serve as incubators for ideologies that can eventually impact 
broader society and even penetrate elite circles. The clandestine nature of the 
movement, however, poses challenges for those seeking to understand its full extent 
and impact, as well as for efforts aimed at critically engaging with its ideas. 

9. Variations and Interpretations: Different Strains within the Movement 

While sharing core tenets, the Dark Enlightenment encompasses various strains and 
interpretations. One notable variation is post-libertarian futurism, which 
acknowledges the limited electoral success of traditional libertarianism and instead 
advocates for authoritarian forms of government as a more viable path towards their 
desired societal outcomes 1. Another prominent focus within the movement is 
neo-cameralism, which emphasizes the idea of governing states as corporations, 
prioritizing efficiency and profitability 1. Accelerationism, the belief in using 
capitalism and technology to accelerate societal change and potentially destabilize 
existing systems, is also a significant element within the Dark Enlightenment 1. 

Despite its association with the Alt-Right, the Dark Enlightenment is generally 
considered more elitist in its orientation, with less emphasis on populist mobilization 
compared to other far-right movements 2. 

Scholarly interpretations of the Dark Enlightenment vary. Some academics view it as a 
radical manifestation of capitalism, potentially leading to a fascist endpoint through 
the acceleration of existing capitalist tendencies 1. Others offer a more comprehensive 
critique, describing the ideology as hyper-neoliberal, technologically deterministic, 
anti-democratic, anti-egalitarian, pro-eugenicist, racist, and likely fascist 1. 

The existence of these various strains within the Dark Enlightenment demonstrates 



that it is not a monolithic ideology. Different adherents may prioritize certain aspects 
or interpretations over others, potentially leading to internal disagreements on specific 
strategies or goals. The diverse range of scholarly interpretations further highlights 
the complexity of this ideology and the ongoing debate surrounding its true nature 
and potential implications. 

10. Conclusion: Summary and Significance in the Current Socio-Political 
Landscape 

The Dark Enlightenment, or neo-reactionary movement, is an anti-democratic, 
anti-egalitarian, and reactionary ideology that emerged in the early 2000s, primarily 
through the writings of Curtis Yarvin (Mencius Moldbug) and Nick Land. It 
fundamentally rejects the core tenets of the Enlightenment, including democracy and 
egalitarianism, and proposes radical alternatives such as neo-cameralism and a return 
to monarchical forms of governance. Key figures like Yarvin and Land have articulated 
a comprehensive critique of modern liberal society, encapsulated in concepts like "the 
Cathedral," and have drawn influence from a diverse range of thinkers, including 
libertarians, monarchists, and philosophers like Carlyle and Evola. 

 
 
 
 

Tenet Description 

Anti-Democracy Rejection of democracy as inherently flawed 
and advocating for authoritarian alternatives. 

Anti-Egalitarianism Belief in inherent human inequality based on 
genetics, rejecting the idea of equality. 

Rejection of Whig Historiography Disbelief in the inevitable progression of history 
towards liberal democracy. 

Neo-Cameralism/Gov-Corps Proposal for small, authoritarian, competing 
governance entities. 

"The Cathedral"/"The Synopsis" Critique of mainstream liberal institutions and 
their promotion of egalitarianism and 
democracy. 



The Dark Enlightenment has significant connections to the Alt-Right and other 
far-right movements, sharing elements of white supremacy, anti-feminism, and a 
general distrust of modern political systems. However, it also distinguishes itself 
through its more intellectual and elitist nature. The ideology has faced widespread 
criticism for its alleged racism, sexism, anti-democratic stance, and potential links to 
extremist violence. 

Despite its origins in online communities, the Dark Enlightenment has increasingly 
impacted mainstream political discourse, with reported connections to influential 
figures in technology and politics. Its clandestine nature and the diverse 
interpretations of its core tenets make it a complex and challenging phenomenon to 
fully understand and address. In the current socio-political landscape, the Dark 
Enlightenment represents a significant challenge to established democratic norms 
and values. Its growing influence, particularly within certain segments of society and 
among some elite circles, necessitates a continued critical examination of its ideas 
and their potential consequences for the future of democratic societies. 
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