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I. Introduction 

The Dark Enlightenment, also known as the neo-reactionary movement (NRx), 

represents a significant and controversial current within contemporary political thought 1. 

This philosophical and political movement is fundamentally characterized by its 

opposition to democratic and egalitarian principles, advocating for a return to more 

traditional, hierarchical societal structures and forms of governance 1. A defining feature 

of this ideology is its rejection of the Whig historical narrative, which posits an inevitable 

progression of history towards greater liberty and enlightenment culminating in liberal 

democracy 2. Instead, proponents of the Dark Enlightenment often express nostalgia for 

pre-Enlightenment eras 2. The very name "Dark Enlightenment" itself serves as a potent 

indicator of its antagonistic relationship with the core tenets of the Age of 

Enlightenment, suggesting a desire to fundamentally reverse established historical and 

political trajectories 2. This nomenclature signifies more than just a differing viewpoint; it 

embodies a direct challenge to the widely accepted positive narrative associated with 

the Enlightenment era. 

At the forefront of this movement stands Curtis Yarvin, an American software engineer 

and blogger who gained notoriety under the pen name Mencius Moldbug 3. Along with 

the philosopher Nick Land, Yarvin is widely recognized as a key founder of the Dark 

Enlightenment 4. Yarvin's background in the technology sector is particularly noteworthy. 

His professional experience suggests a mindset oriented towards systems, efficiency, 

and a potential inclination to view societal structures through an engineering lens, which 

could explain his radical proposals for societal restructuring and his tendency to see 

existing systems as flawed and in need of a complete overhaul 2. The collaboration 

between Yarvin and Land was crucial in shaping and disseminating the ideas of the 



Dark Enlightenment 2. This report will delve into the complex and often scandalous 

aspects of Curtis Yarvin and the Dark Enlightenment, with a particular focus on the 

controversies surrounding the movement, Yarvin's perspectives on poverty and race, 

and the inclusion of key quotations that illuminate the ideology's core tenets. 

II. Origins and Core Tenets of the Dark Enlightenment 

The Dark Enlightenment did not emerge in a vacuum but rather took shape within an 

informal network of bloggers and political theorists active primarily in the 2000s 2. While 

Curtis Yarvin is considered a central figure, the movement also draws upon the ideas of 

contemporary thinkers like Steve Sailer, as well as historical philosophers such as 

Thomas Carlyle and Julius Evola 2. These intellectual roots provide crucial context for 

understanding the anti-democratic and hierarchical dimensions of the ideology, 

revealing its connection to a longer tradition of reactionary thought. A pivotal moment in 

the movement's formation was the emergence of Yarvin's blog, "Unqualified 

Reservations," which he authored between 2007 and 2014 2. This platform served as a 

primary vehicle for articulating the nascent ideas that would later coalesce into the Dark 

Enlightenment. Subsequently, the term "Dark Enlightenment" itself was coined by Nick 

Land in his influential essay of the same name, where he further developed and 

expanded upon the initial framework laid out by Yarvin 3. The Dark Enlightenment, 

therefore, is not solely attributable to a single individual but represents an intellectual 

evolution, with various sources contributing to its development around Yarvin's initial 

concepts and Land's subsequent elaborations. 

A fundamental characteristic of the Dark Enlightenment is its outright rejection of 

democratic and egalitarian principles 1. Proponents view democracy as an inherently 

flawed system, characterized by inefficiency, corruption, and a tendency towards 

societal decline 2. Some within the movement go so far as to argue that freedom and 



democracy are fundamentally incompatible, with democracy inevitably leading towards 

fascism 2. This perspective represents a profound challenge to the prevailing political 

and social norms of the modern West. Furthermore, the Dark Enlightenment is 

staunchly anti-egalitarian, asserting that inequality is not only natural but also desirable 

1. This stance stands in direct opposition to the widespread belief in equality as a 

foundational societal value. The rejection of both democracy and egalitarianism forms 

the very foundation of the Dark Enlightenment's ideology. By attacking these two core 

principles, the movement positions itself as a radical outsider, advocating for a 

hierarchical and potentially authoritarian alternative to the current political order. 

III. Curtis Yarvin: Architect of Neo-Reaction 

Curtis Guy Yarvin, born in 1973, is the intellectual force largely credited with initiating 

the Dark Enlightenment movement 4. He attended Brown University and later pursued 

graduate studies in computer science at UC Berkeley, though he did not complete his 

PhD 5. He is most widely known by his pen name, Mencius Moldbug, a moniker he 

created by combining the name of the Confucian philosopher Mencius with a play on 

the term "goldbug," possibly alluding to his early libertarian leanings and interest in 

monetary policy 3. In later years, Yarvin also began using the pseudonym Gray Mirror for 

his newsletter, indicating a potential shift or evolution in his online persona and writings 

5. The adoption of pseudonyms suggests a deliberate construction of an online identity, 

perhaps intended to create a degree of separation between his controversial political 

views and his personal life, or to allow for a more provocative and unrestrained 

expression of his ideas. The choice of "Mencius Moldbug" is particularly telling, hinting 

at his intellectual ambitions and potentially a critique of contemporary financial systems. 

Yarvin's most influential period of writing occurred during the run of his blog, 

"Unqualified Reservations," from 2007 to 2014 5. Through this platform, he actively 



promoted his unique political vision, which centered on a deep critique of modern 

democracy 5. A cornerstone of his ideology is the concept of "the Cathedral," which he 

describes as an informal yet incredibly powerful network comprising universities and the 

mainstream press 2. According to Yarvin, this "Cathedral" functions as a cohesive entity 

that subtly but effectively shapes public opinion and enforces a progressive ideological 

orthodoxy 5. He posits that this unelected ruling class suppresses dissenting viewpoints 

and maintains its influence by perpetuating a self-reinforcing "progressive orthodoxy" 8. 

To counter this perceived dominance, Yarvin advocates for a system he terms 

"neo-cameralism" 5. Drawing inspiration from the historical administrative practices of 

Prussian cameralism, he proposes that nations should be run more like corporations, 

with a sovereign executive, akin to a CEO or monarch, holding significant power 2. In 

this model, large owners or "shareholders" would elect this executive, who would then 

be responsible for efficient governance, unencumbered by the complexities of 

liberal-democratic procedures 5. Yarvin's admiration extends to authoritarian regimes 

that have embraced market-oriented reforms, such as Deng Xiaoping's China and 

Singapore, which he views as successful examples of efficient, top-down governance 5. 

He believes that such systems prioritize outcomes and efficiency over what he sees as 

the divisive and counterproductive nature of electoral politics 10. To achieve this radical 

transformation, Yarvin calls for a fundamental societal "hard reset" or "rebooting," rather 

than incremental political reforms 5. He also introduced the concept of "formalism," 

which essentially argues for the alignment of property rights with political power, 

suggesting a more direct and less mediated relationship between those who hold 

economic power and those who wield political authority 5. Yarvin's core ideas thus 

represent a significant departure from established democratic norms, proposing a 

hierarchical structure where authority is highly centralized, mirroring the operational 

models of large corporations. This reflects a profound skepticism towards the efficacy 

and legitimacy of democratic processes. 



IV. Scandals and Controversies 

Curtis Yarvin and the Dark Enlightenment have been embroiled in numerous scandals 

and controversies, largely stemming from their views on race and governance. A 

particularly contentious aspect of Yarvin's ideology is his defense of slavery and his 

assertion that certain races may possess a natural inclination towards servitude 3. He 

has also claimed that white individuals, on average, possess higher IQs than black 

individuals, a statement rooted in racialist pseudoscience, though he maintains that he 

does not identify as a white nationalist 2. Further fueling the controversy, Yarvin has 

referred to the civil rights movement as a "black-rage industry," a deeply offensive 

characterization that dismisses the legitimate struggles for equality and justice 5. His 

statement, "Although I am not a white nationalist, I am not exactly allergic to the stuff," 

coupled with his endorsement of arguments promoting Black racial inferiority, 

underscores the deeply problematic nature of his views on race 2. These statements are 

widely regarded as racist and have generated significant public backlash. 

The Dark Enlightenment is frequently identified as the theoretical arm of the alt-right 

movement, a connection that has further amplified the scandals surrounding it 2. There 

is a noted overlap between the Dark Enlightenment's proponents and white 

supremacist, anti-immigration groups, such as the VDARE Foundation 3. Yarvin himself 

has approvingly linked to racialist thinkers like Steve Sailer and Jared Taylor, indicating 

a degree of alignment with their perspectives 7. This association with explicitly racist and 

extremist movements has severely tarnished the reputation of Yarvin and his ideology. 

The controversy surrounding Yarvin's views has led to instances of public backlash and 

deplatforming. In 2015, he was invited to speak at the Strange Loop programming 

conference but was subsequently disinvited due to widespread complaints about his 

political writings 5. Similarly, in 2016, several speakers, sub-conferences, and sponsors 



withdrew from LambdaConf due to Yarvin's scheduled presentation, highlighting the 

strong opposition to his ideas within the tech community 5. These incidents demonstrate 

the significant public disapproval and negative reactions to Yarvin's ideology. 

Despite the controversies, Yarvin's ideas have found an audience among some 

prominent political figures. Steve Bannon, former White House Chief Strategist, has 

reportedly read and admired Yarvin's work, and there have been allegations of 

communication between them, although Yarvin has denied these claims 2. U.S. Vice 

President JD Vance has also cited Yarvin as an influence 2. Notably, venture capitalist 

Peter Thiel has described Yarvin as his "most important connection," indicating a 

significant level of intellectual alignment and potential financial support 2. Furthermore, 

Yarvin attended a Trump inaugural gala in 2025, where he was reportedly treated as an 

"informal guest of honor," suggesting his influence within certain right-wing circles 5. 

These connections to influential political figures and investors raise concerns about the 

potential for Dark Enlightenment ideas to gain traction and impact mainstream political 

discourse and policy. 

V. Views on the Poor 

Direct and detailed statements from Curtis Yarvin specifically addressing poverty are 

less readily available compared to his extensive writings on race and democracy 5. 

However, his views on the poor can be inferred from his broader ideological framework, 

particularly his anti-egalitarian stance and his advocacy for a natural social hierarchy 1. 

His rejection of egalitarianism inherently suggests a perspective where disparities in 

wealth and social standing are seen as natural outcomes of differing individual abilities 

and aptitudes. Furthermore, his admiration for corporate governance models, where a 

CEO-like figure leads with significant authority, could imply a view of the poor as less 



productive or less valuable within his proposed societal structure, akin to less influential 

"shareholders" in a corporation 2. 

While explicit policy proposals regarding poverty are scarce in Yarvin's writings, certain 

quotes offer insights into his perspective. He states, "The world before nationalism and 

democracy was a world of mild wars, small and effective governments, personal 

freedom, and civilized high culture… Note that, before the coming of nationalist 

democracy, it was actually not a problem at all for wealthy, high-IQ people to live in the 

same society as poor, low-IQ people. It worked just fine. The latter served the former" 12. 

This quote suggests a nostalgic view of a pre-democratic era where a hierarchical social 

order, with the poor serving the wealthy, was considered স্বাভাবিক and acceptable. 

Another quote reveals a dismissive attitude towards those who advocate for the poor: 

"In reality, progressives don't like actual Negroes any more than they like democracy. 

They have no...source great cultures" 12. This statement frames progressive concern for 

the poor as insincere and self-serving. Additionally, Yarvin has argued that civil unrest is 

not the result of the rich denying resources to the poor, but rather stems from the rich 

strategically using the poor as political instruments 13. These statements, while not 

constituting a comprehensive policy platform, collectively suggest a lack of empathy for 

the poor and a tendency to view poverty either as a natural component of a hierarchical 

society or as a tool for political manipulation. His idealized vision of a pre-democratic 

past where the poor "served" the wealthy further reinforces this interpretation. 

VI. Views on Race 

Curtis Yarvin's views on race are among the most controversial and widely criticized 

aspects of his ideology. He has explicitly claimed that white individuals possess higher 

average IQs than black individuals, attributing this difference to genetic factors 5. He has 

also openly endorsed arguments asserting Black racial inferiority 2. In a particularly 

https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Curtis_Yarvin


inflammatory statement, Yarvin wrote that US civil rights programs, when "applied to 

populations with recent hunter-gatherer ancestry," resulted in "absolute human garbage" 

7. These statements clearly demonstrate a belief in inherent racial differences and a 

hierarchical view of racial groups. 

Further compounding the controversy is Yarvin's defense of the institution of slavery 5. 

He has gone so far as to suggest that certain races may be more naturally suited for 

servitude than others, echoing historical justifications for slavery based on racial 

stereotypes 5. In an interview with The New York Times, Yarvin made the deeply 

insensitive claim that it is "very difficult to argue that the Civil War made anyone's life 

more pleasant, including that of freed slaves" 14. This statement minimizes the immense 

suffering and injustice of slavery and disregards the overwhelming desire for freedom 

expressed by enslaved people. These views are not merely observations; they serve as 

justifications for social hierarchy and domination based on race, aligning with historical 

racist ideologies. 

While Yarvin claims not to be a white nationalist, he has stated that he is "not exactly 

allergic to the stuff," indicating a degree of sympathy or tolerance for white nationalist 

ideas 2. Nick Land, Yarvin's collaborator, coined the term "hyperracism" to describe his 

own views on race. While Land focuses on socioeconomic status as a primary indicator 

of IQ, he acknowledges a correlation between race and socioeconomic status, thus still 

operating within a framework of racial difference and hierarchy 2. Critics have 

characterized the Dark Enlightenment's concept of "racial realism" – the belief that 

biology and genetics dictate different behavioral traits among racial groups – as a thinly 

veiled form of white supremacy 16. Even with attempts to use seemingly neutral 

terminology like "racial realism" or "hyperracism," the underlying belief in inherent racial 

inequalities that informs the Dark Enlightenment's worldview remains evident. Yarvin's 



statements and associations firmly place him within the realm of racist and racialist 

thought. 

VII. Key Quotes 

Several key quotes from Curtis Yarvin, Nick Land, and related sources effectively 

encapsulate the core tenets and controversial views of the Dark Enlightenment. These 

excerpts provide direct insight into their perspectives on democracy, governance, 

equality, social hierarchy, race, and the perceived influence of "the Cathedral." 

Quotes on Democracy and Governance: 

●​ Nick Land: "Democracy tends to fascism" 2. 

●​ Nick Land (quoting Peter Thiel): "I no longer believe that freedom and democracy 

are compatible" 2. 

●​ Curtis Yarvin: Democracy is "a dangerous, malignant form of government which 

tends to degenerate... into tyranny and chaos" 17. 

●​ Curtis Yarvin: "Democracy is to power as a lottery is to money" 12. 

●​ Nick Land: "The arc of history is long, but it bends towards zombie apocalypse" 

18. 

Quotes on Equality and Social Hierarchy: 

●​ Nick Land: "To call the belief in substantial human equality a superstition is to 

insult superstition" 18. 

●​ Attributed to DE subreddit: "Race and gender are not social constructs and 

everyone personally experiences that not all men or women are created equal. It 

is easier to believe in Leprechauns than to believe in egalitarianism" 16. 



●​ Curtis Yarvin: "The world before nationalism and democracy... it was actually not 

a problem at all for wealthy, high-IQ people to live in the same society as poor, 

low-IQ people. It worked just fine. The latter served the former" 12. 

Quotes on Race and Slavery: 

●​ Curtis Yarvin: "It should be obvious that, although I am not a white nationalist, I 

am not exactly allergic to the stuff" 2. 

●​ Curtis Yarvin: "It is very difficult to argue that the Civil War made anyone's life 

more pleasant, including that of freed slaves” 14. 

Quotes on "The Cathedral": 

●​ Nick Land: "...the principal role of conservatism in modern politics is to be 

humiliated. That is what a perpetual loyal opposition, or court jester, is for" 18. 

(This implies the dominance of the "Cathedral" in shaping political discourse). 

●​ Curtis Yarvin: "The mystery of the Cathedral is that all the modern world's 

legitimate and prestigious intellectual institutions... behave in many ways as if 

they were a single organizational structure" 15. 

These quotes collectively reveal a profound opposition to the foundational principles of 

modern liberal democracy, a firm belief in inherent social and racial hierarchies, and a 

conspiratorial view of established institutions. They provide stark evidence of the radical 

nature of the Dark Enlightenment's ideology in the words of its key proponents. 

VIII. Connections and Influence 

The Dark Enlightenment has established notable connections and exerted influence 

within various spheres of contemporary thought and politics. It is widely considered the 

primary theoretical underpinning of the alt-right, providing an intellectual framework for 



its anti-democratic, anti-egalitarian, and often racist sentiments 2. This connection is 

underscored by the shared "unapologetically racist element" and a general misanthropy 

prevalent in both movements 2. Furthermore, the Dark Enlightenment exhibits a 

significant overlap with white supremacist and anti-immigration groups, indicating a 

confluence of ideologies 3. 

Beyond the alt-right, the Dark Enlightenment has garnered attention and, in some 

cases, admiration from prominent figures in politics and technology. As previously 

mentioned, Steve Bannon, Peter Thiel, and JD Vance have all been linked to Yarvin and 

his ideas 2. These connections suggest that the core tenets of the Dark Enlightenment, 

particularly its critique of democracy and egalitarianism, resonate with certain influential 

individuals who hold positions of power. This reach extends beyond a small online 

community, indicating a potential for these ideas to subtly shape broader political 

discourse and strategies. The influence of the Dark Enlightenment is also evident in the 

"New Right" and various post-liberal political movements, suggesting its role in shaping 

the intellectual landscape of contemporary right-wing thought 20. The endorsements and 

associations with such prominent individuals indicate that the Dark Enlightenment's 

critique of the status quo finds appeal among certain elites. 

IX. Critical Analysis and Reception 

The critical reception of Curtis Yarvin's ideas and the Dark Enlightenment has been 

overwhelmingly negative, marked by widespread accusations of racism, neo-fascism, 

and anti-democratic sentiment 2. Yarvin's defense of slavery and his views on racial 

differences have drawn particularly strong condemnation, leading to his frequent 

labeling as a racist 5. Journalists and commentators have consistently described the 

movement as alt-right and neo-fascist, highlighting its extremist tendencies 2. The core 

principles of the Dark Enlightenment, which fundamentally reject democracy and 



advocate for authoritarian forms of governance, have also been met with significant 

criticism 1. 

Academic and journalistic critiques have further solidified this negative assessment. 

Roger Burrows, in an article for The Sociological Review, characterized the ideology as 

"hyper-neoliberal, technologically deterministic, anti-democratic, anti-egalitarian, 

pro-eugenicist, racist and, likely, fascist" 2. Similarly, Benjamin Noys, a professor at the 

University of Chichester, views the Dark Enlightenment as "an acceleration of capitalism 

to a fascist point" 2. The concept of "racial realism," central to the Dark Enlightenment's 

understanding of human biodiversity, has been widely denounced as a thinly disguised 

form of white supremacy, echoing historical attempts to justify racial hierarchies 16. The 

consistency of these criticisms across various sources underscores a fundamental 

rejection of the Dark Enlightenment's core principles by mainstream intellectual thought. 

X. Conclusion 

Curtis Yarvin, under the pseudonym Mencius Moldbug, stands as the central architect of 

the Dark Enlightenment, a radical ideology that fundamentally challenges the core 

tenets of modern liberal democracy. The movement's rejection of democratic and 

egalitarian principles, coupled with its nostalgia for hierarchical societal structures, 

positions it as a significant, albeit controversial, force on the fringes of contemporary 

political discourse. 

The scandals and controversies surrounding Yarvin and the Dark Enlightenment are 

substantial, primarily stemming from their deeply problematic views on race and slavery. 

Yarvin's claims about racial IQ differences, his defense of slavery, and his association 

with alt-right and white nationalist circles have drawn widespread condemnation and 

public backlash. While direct statements on poverty are less prominent in Yarvin's 

writings, his anti-egalitarian worldview and admiration for corporate governance models 



suggest a lack of empathy for the poor and a potential view of poverty as a natural 

outcome of inherent inequalities. 

Key quotes from Yarvin, Nick Land, and the Dark Enlightenment's online presence 

vividly illustrate the movement's core beliefs, revealing a profound skepticism towards 

democracy, a firm conviction in inherent social and racial hierarchies, and a 

conspiratorial view of mainstream institutions. Despite the overwhelming criticism and 

the controversial nature of its ideas, the Dark Enlightenment has established 

connections with influential figures in politics and technology, indicating a potential for its 

ideas to subtly permeate and influence broader political discourse. 

In conclusion, the Dark Enlightenment, spearheaded by Curtis Yarvin, represents a 

highly controversial and critically received ideology. Its core tenets, particularly its views 

on race and its rejection of democracy and equality, place it firmly outside the 

mainstream of contemporary political thought. While its direct political impact remains 

limited, its influence on certain segments of the online right and its connections to 

prominent figures warrant ongoing scrutiny. The ideology's place in the broader 

landscape of extremist thought is significant due to its attempt to provide an intellectual 

justification for reactionary and hierarchical worldviews, often drawing on 

pseudoscientific and historically inaccurate claims. 

 


	Curtis Yarvin and the Dark Enlightenment: Scandal, Views on the Poor and Race 

